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Hamptons Home and Garden Show focuses on
green this year

By Dawn Watson

 

Green is the theme of this year’s Hamptons Home and
Garden Show, which will be held next weekend at the
Southampton Elks Lodge Fairgrounds.

“There’s a real green emphasis ... Green as in saving
money and saving the environment,” said returning emcee
and speaker Natalie Weinstein, who is an interior designer,
columnist and talk show host. “There will be many
seminars focused on both of these topics.”

The three-day event will begin on Friday, June 5, from 3 to
8 p.m. with exhibitions, followed by a VIP kick-off party.
Exhibitions and lectures are planned for Saturday, June 6,
from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. and “Green Sunday” will contain
green-themed seminars throughout the day on June 7, from
10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

The theme for this year’s expo, now in its fifth year, is “Live
Better and Save.” The Hamptons Home and Garden Show
is expected to draw more than 6,000 attendees over the
course of the event. More than 200 exhibitors will display
their wares in the 28,000-square-foot tent and 10,000
square feet of outdoor space.

General topics that will be covered over the course of the
event will include: “Practical Remodeling Ideas for Today’s
Economy,” “Elegant Landscaping Design,” “Inspirational
Kitchen and Bathroom Solutions,” “Outdoor Luxury Living
Ideas,” “Improving Energy Efficiency and Sustainability,”
“Innovative Exterior Finishing Products,” and “Cost-
effective Home Extensions.”

Ms. Weinstein will not only return as master of ceremonies for the fifth time, she will also present “Instant
Facelift: What To Do When Guests Are Coming” on Saturday, June 6. She said she is excited about this year’s
event because of the green focus.

“On my radio show and in my writings I talk about green a lot,” she said. “This will be the perfect venue to show
that it’s not so hard to do. So we can see the value then in terms of dollars and what we have to do to save the
planet.”

Another participant who is looking forward to this year’s expo is Bob Morsch, the vice president and director of
business development for Telemark and co-founder of the Hamptons Green Alliance with his boss, Frank
Dalene. The “Green Sunday” idea came from Mr. Morsch and Mr. Dalene and every speaker on the Hamptons
Green Alliance-sponsored “Green Lecture Series” on June 7 will discuss topics about the environment and
sustainability.

“In February of 2008, when we started out, builders were dragged into it screaming,” Mr. Morsch said of the
green movement during a telephone interview last week. “But now we’re really picking up steam.”

This will be the first Hamptons Home and Garden show for Mr. Morsch, who will discuss “Being Green, An
Introduction to the Hamptons Green Alliance House” on Sunday, June 7. He reported that members of the
Hamptons Green Alliance will band together in a 10-booth space to exhibit sustainable building, design,
architecture and landscaping ideas.
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Mr. Morsch said he was pleased that members of his organization rallied together to create an entire day of
green discussion. “This means a great deal to us that the architectural and building communities can come
together and provide a common vision of what it means to be green,” he said, adding that this year attendees
will also learn how to calculate their own carbon footprint and how to create a zero-energy home.

Ms. Weinstein said that the Hamptons Home and Garden Show is not only a place to get ideas, it’s also a great
venue to learn more about vendors and pre-qualify possible future building partners.

“This is the perfect way to interview someone without wasting time having them come to your home,” she said.
“And of course it’s a great place to see what’s new and interesting, what’s hot and what’s not.”

In that vein, this year the designer said she will try something new by giving free 15-minute mini-consultations.

Three-time exhibitor Joseph Cerbone of JLC Landscaping said that he always benefits from the “unique” expo
which “attracts an array of participants and visitors.” He will discuss current outdoor trends including waterfalls,
ponds, pondless waterfalls, night lighting, and outdoor fireplaces, fire pits and kitchens during his talk
“Landscaping Features That Enhance Your Outdoor Living” on Saturday, June 6.

The Hamptons Home and Garden Show is all about the variety of topics and breadth of exhibitors that keeps
people coming back year after year, according to Ms. Weinstein. “It’s not your everyday home and garden show
because it brings in people that are not in other shows,” she said. “It’s an excellent way to launch the season in
the Hamptons.”

Mr. Morsch summed up what makes the Hamptons Home and Garden Show such a draw for so many people.
“It’s not very often that a homeowner can come to one show, come to one booth, and have such a wealth of
information within a small area. That’s truly unique.”

The Hamptons Home and Garden Show will be held at the Southampton Elks Lodge Fairgrounds, located at 605 County
Road 39 in Southampton. Expo hours are Friday, June 5, from 3 to 8 p.m.; Saturday, June 6, from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.;
and Sunday, June 7, from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. General admission each day will be $10. All admissions received at the
gate on Friday, June 5, will be donated in full to Southampton Hospital. Call 283-5505 or visit hhgshow.com for
additional information.
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